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and had been rendered far more so by the Nagas
with infinite labour and skill ; and standing as it does
on a steep spur jutting out into the valley, it formed
a difficult nut to crack, the surrounding hills being
too far off and too difficult to permit of good turning



CARVED FRONT TO A WEALTHY NAGA'S HOUSE.

movements. The assault lasted all day and slowly
the troops forced their way up through the lower
village ^defences until the upper ones were reached,
but not till nightfall. Many hand-to-hand conflicts
occurred, and many were killed and wounded, and
it was decided to stay the night on the ground won